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Return to School for Years R, 1 and 6 Update

Dear Parents/Carers, 	
			We are now in the process of finalising and agreeing plans and risk assessments with the whole staff, governors of the school and the local authority and making necessary amendments in response to new guidance from government and the local authority. 
	Our priority for children to return is the safety and well being of the children, staff and members of our school community. Therefore, there is a significant amount of preparation work and staff training to undertake to ensure that we have the best systems and approaches in place to make the school as safe as possible. We will be taking Friday 29th May and Monday 1st June as INSET days to complete training and preparations. We then plan a phased and gradual return for different year groups to enable us to build confidence in the systems and plans we have put in place and also to iron out any issues with relatively small numbers of pupils in school. 

Firstly, we plan to open on Tuesday 2nd June for Key Worker Children and children in reception.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]On Thursday June 4th, we plan to open for children in year 1 as well the Key Worker Children and reception children. 

With year 6, we are only able to bring them back for two days per week. This would start on Monday 8th June. We would split them into two groups and one group would come in on a Monday and Tuesday and the second group in on Wednesday and Thursday. We don’t have the staffing capacity to have all of year 6 back at once alongside the other groups and we feel this is the most equitable way of giving them some schooling and time in school with a group of their friends and teachers. 

If you are a parent/carer who is a key worker and is currently accessing provision in the school for this, we will continue to offer this. The children in years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 who are key worker children will be grouped. 

We are proposing to stagger the times of the day to enable safe pick up and drop offs and we will operate a one way walking system for pick up and drop offs. We will post a YouTube video and more detailed guidance on this once the preparations are finalised. 

Key Worker Children: To be dropped off to school between 7:50am and 8am. We ask that they are then collected between 3:30pm and 4:30pm. They will come in the front door where the office is and will be based in Elm class and the DT room. 

Please note that if you are a Key worker and your child is in Year R or Year 1, then they will be able to stay in school after their year groups dedicated pick up time. You will also be able to drop them off early as above along with key worker children in other year groups, but they need to use their dedicated entrance and exit. 

Year R children: To be dropped off to school at 8:15am – 8:20am. Then collected at 2pm. 

Year 1 children: To be dropped off to school at 8:40am – 8:45am. Then collected at 2:30pm. This will be at the back gate by the car park. 

Year 6 children: To be dropped off to school at 9:10-9:15am. Then collected at 3pm. They will enter the school through the front door. 

Please note – if you have siblings in more than one year group, please drop off at the earliest time and collect at the earliest time. 

It is really important that everyone is really punctual to their allocated drop off and pick up times so that we can make the physical distancing measures and precautions work as well as possible. 

We would like the children to come into school in school uniform, but we would like them to wear trainers instead of school shoes. This is so they have better footwear for outdoors. 

We don’t want the children to bring in anything from home like toys, pencil cases, etc and we will send out more details on this next week. We will also send out more detailed information on entrances, exits, physical distancing, hand hygiene, etc next week. 

I must also stress that the government is not scheduled to make the final decision on school reopening until Thursday 28th May and therefore we may not reopen as planned if the government decides that their conditions have not been met. 

I appreciate that these plans are not ideal for all families and will require adjustments and changes to routines. However, they are designed to make the school site and the children and staff as safe as possible. 

We have and are making every effort to make the school as safe as possible for our children, staff and families, but I must stress that we are unable to make the school risk free. We are going through a robust planning and risk assessment process that all staff and governors have been involved in. We have used all appropriate guidance from central government, Devon County Council and the teaching unions to inform this process. 

Further information will be coming out regularly next week to give more detailed and simplified information on various issues related to school. 

For those children who are not returning to school at this time, we will also be preparing a more structured programme of home learning to more closely mirror what those children in school will be learning. 

I hope that all have a good bank holiday weekend and are able to enjoy this good weather and stay safe. 

Yours sincerely

Mr O’Donnell
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