
s       Uniquely Different, United Together, Universally Prepared  

Reception Curriculum Planning 

Learning theme Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

What makes me a me? Celebrate! Hot and Cold All Around the World Ugly Bug Ball 
The sea below my 

toes.. 

Our Big Ideas 

Changes 

Belonging 

Celebrations 

Journeys 

Changes  

Opposites (contrast)  

Similarities & differences 

Changes 

Keeping Healthy 

Changes 

Significant people & places 

Transitions  

Environment 

Creation 

     
  

Trips 
Our Local area: Police Station/Fire Station/Post 

Office, The church, Market 

Bus Journey, Museum, Vets Quince Honey Farm & The Beach 

PSED (PSHE) 

Me and My Relationships & Valuing Difference 

Independent eating/ dressing/ toileting 

Keeping Safe & Rights and Respect 

Developing resilience, feelings and perspectives 

of others 

Being My Best & Growing and Changing 

Keeping Healthy 

Physical 

Development 

(PE) 

High Five- Cutting skills, Mark Making, Trikes, 

Daily body gym/ run, Lining up & queuing,  

Puddle suits & wellies- outdoor adventurous 

‘Body Management’ & ‘Gymnastics’ 

Outdoor Learning, Pencil grip, Bikes 

‘Manipulation and Coordination’ 

Pencil grip, Scooters  

‘Cooperate and Solve 

Problems’ 

Sports Day Practise 

‘Speed Agility Travel’ 

Communication 

and Language 

-Feelings words, 

- Talk Expectations, 

-Me, my home and my 

family 

-Prepositions, 

-Talk Expectations, 

-Nativity 

Performance 

-Questions, 

-Talk Role: 

Instigator  

-Conjunctions, 

-Questions, 

Talk Role: 

Contributor 

-Conjunctions, 

-Talk Role: Prober 

-The Language of 

learning,  

-Presenting 

-Talk Role: summariser 
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Writing 

Word building Labels, Menus, Cards and letters, 

Lists, Facts, Tickets, Rhyming 

Begin to write phrases & sentences. Simple 

stories, Recipes, Messages, Fact-files,  

Write simple sentences Invitations, Diaries, 

Posters, Reports 

Reading Phase Two Phase Three Phase Four 

Maths 

 

Match, sort and compare, Talk about measure 

and patterns, It's me 1, 2, 3, Circles and 

triangles, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Shapes with 4 sides 

Alive in 5, Mass and capacity, Growing 6, 7, 8 

Length, height and time, Building 9 and 10, 

Explore 3-D shapes 

To 20 & beyond, How many now? Manipulate, 

compose & decompose, Sharing and grouping, 

Visualise, build & map, Make connections 
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Science 

-All about me 

-Life Cycles: Oak to 

acorn/ Baby to adult 

-Seasons: Autumn 

-Planting bulbs 

Life Cycles: Oak to 

acorn/ Baby to adult 

(Journeys to jobs) 

-Autumn into winter 

-Seasons: Winter 

-Hot and cold – 

changing water to 

ice. Melting and 

freezing.  

-Seasons: Spring 

-Life cycles: Chicken & 

growing plants: 

Observational 

drawings.  

Changes (Minibeasts) 

-Life cycle of a 

butterfly 

-Bees making honey 

-Seeds & plants 

-Seasons: Summer 

-Floating and sinking. 

-Rubbish & Plastic 

Pollution- materials 



 

 

-Animals -Animals -Spring changes  

Geogra

phy 

 Out and About  A Place Called Home  The UK 

History 
Using Stories: Events Remembrance Day Same but Different: 

Artefacts 

 The Crown  

RE 

Being special: Where do 

we belong? 

Why is Christmas 

special for 

Christians? 

Why is the word ‘God’ 

so important to 

Christians?  

Why is Easter special 

to Christians?  

 

What places are special 

and why?  

Spiral- Which stories 

are special and why?  

Which stories are special and why? 
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Art 

Me Potions, Self-

portraits (Drawing) 

Christmas cards Hot and Cold 

(Painting) 

 

Exploring ways to 

make prints. 

(Printing) 

Making minibeasts 

Eric Carle (Collage) 

Clay sea creatures 

(Sculpture) 

DT 

-Cooking: Chutney 

-3D Products: Large 

loose parts and 

construction area 

-Textiles: Christmas 

decorations 

Lanterns  

 

-Cooking: Pancakes 

-Textiles: Snow 

Flakes 

-Cooking: Food from 

other cultures 

-3D Products: Towns 

and Houses 

Cooking: Ugly Bug Ball 

Feast 

3D Products: Recycled 

musical instrument  

 

Music/ 

Dance 

‘Me’ Charanga 

Nativity performance & Songs 

‘Everyone!’ Charanga 

Music from other cultures 

Ugly Bug Ball (dance) 

‘Our World’ Charanga 

Instruments from recycled materials. 

 

 


